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Dear Program Coordinator Lynd,
Subcommittee B of the Arts and Sciences Committee on Curriculum and Instruction met on November 18, 2008 and reviewed proposals. Comp Std 336 (VPA) was reviewed.  We noted that the GEC statement was well written, and the assessment plan could be used as a model if it included three small additional items. However, before we approve the course, we would like to request a few additional items in order to help us in our course review.

1.      The assessment plan looked good, and if you could add the below items to it, we would like to use it as a "model assessment plan" for GEC proposals:

a)      Include copy of student survey mentioned in assessment plan.
b)  Suggestion to include language about "keeping a log of changes made to syllabus and teaching materials."
c)      Suggestion to include language about "keeping a summary paragraph written after each course that discusses the instructor's assessment of the course."
With these three additional items in the assessment plan, the course will be well positioned for its review every 5-7 years in which all GEC courses now take part.

2.      We will send a concurrence request to Clayton Funk in Art Ed (for AE 160 overlap) and chair (Pat Stuhr).

3.      We identified a few points that the committee would like explication:

d)      What constitutes 25% class participation? Does this include brief written summaries, discussions, presentations, etc.?
e)        What constitutes A,B,C, etc. within a grading rubric for the course?
f)  Where do students become active and critical listeners and learn to analyze popular music (addressed in the rationale's third bullet)? Where is this present in coursework?
g)      Please provide a short statement to help explain how much contact students have with art. Pleae make this more explicit in the weekly topical outline (i.e. 1/24 viewing)? Syllabus states that a CD is made available - are there also listening assignments? When are those required?

We meet again on December 9, 2008 if you are able to get the material back to us, we will plan for it on that day's agenda.
Many thanks for your enthusiasm in the General Education Curriculum,

Valarie Williams, Subcommittee B, Acting Chair
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